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one practical suggestion, namely, that the Powers should
if possible meet in conference to consider the causes of,
a.nd come to an understanding as to the means for
averting, the threatening danger, the Emperor of Austria
replied that this was a good idea, which must be carried
into effect. The Emperor Francis Joseph referred to
the domestic difficulties with which he was confronted,
but expressed the hope that he would be able to over-
come them. He hoped shortly to be able to bring about
a compromise with the Czechs. Everything was ready,
and the proclamation was to be made on his birthday,
the 18th of August, which it was hoped would satisfy
Bohemia. He did not give any further particulars of
the measure.

" The Emperor Francis Joseph observed that the ex-
cessive demands of the Germans in his Empire gave him
a great deal of trouble. Towards the close of the con-
versation the Emperor William took an opportunity of
telling him that if he succeeded in meeting the legiti-
mate demands of his German subjects, their thoughts would'
certainly not turn away from Austria towards Germany.
He had made a similar remark to the Emperor of Russia
with respect to the Baltic Provinces. The Emperor of
Austria considered that his Majesty had every cause to
be satisfied with the attitude of the Imperial and State
Diets in recent times, to which his Majesty assented in
general, although some few differences had arisen. His
Majesty then recalled the circumstance that the Emperor
Francis Joseph had once said to him at Teplitz that in
twenty years' time Constitutions would be things of the
past. Ten years had now passed by, and it did not
look as if his prophecy would be realised within the
next decade.

" The question of the Eoman Church was also inci-